07-14-1978 


The ending is very tranquil--very private--like the beginning. One of those 
major events in life that can not be shared with anyone, like life and death; 
the CSO tape of Ein deutsches Requiem Op. 45 of Johannes Brahms (Solti, Kiri 
Te Kanawa, soprano, Bernd Weikl, baritone, tape made 06-25-1978) I don't 
feel exhausted, ecstatic, depressed. I feel calm, tranquil, very much at 
peace with myself. 


Preface The present work is a synchronistic history of Western civilization, 
a portrait of the artist, a portrait of the world, created by S. Robert Powell 
in the period January 15, 1975--July 15, 1975." 
Jan. 15, 1975: Bobst Library at NYU Music Room 


July 15, 1975: 249 West 76th Street 
PH 2 


My initial response was set down Sept. 1, 1975--Aug. 31, 1976, 486 pages, 17,619 
lines, facing South: 4:35 P.M. concluded 
PH 3 


Sept. 1, 1976--July 14, 1978; 443 pages, 21,264 lines, 48 lines per page; 53 picas per line. 


The second circle se ferme and the feeling is most thrilling--January 15, 1975--July 
14, 1978--three and one-half years channelled into a book, into a response, and 
the feeling is very very calm and tranquil, one of those moments in life that are 
unshareable. In the remaining six weeks between today and Sept. 1, 1978, I will 
re-read what I have done and shape it into a work on comparative aesthetics--re- 
read, re-structure, correct typos and such, write preface, index perhaps, and 
prepare a copy or two yes two that will be bound (send to bindery by Sept. 1)-- 
all changes and revisions will be made by Sept. 1, 1978, and then I will begin 

to revise this volume and prepare it for publication. Even though what you have 
here is a completed work - a whole - that does not need me any longer - it speaks 
for itself and is its own master. Perhaps a year or so from now I will revise 
and polish and edit and then make the push to get this work into wider circu- 
lation. 


I have just finished this week on aesthetics and I sit here triumphantly 

as the Brahms Requiem plays and enjoy the tranquility and the peacefulness of 
the whole experience - facing south of course - for the first time in a long 
time I took out PARADE HARMONIES today and the feeling of triumph became 

very real. These are the stimuli - a work a complete work and it is a stimulus 
for a second work and on we go. I love the smell of PH not necessarily because 
of the smell en tant que smell, although I do love the smell of paper--but I 

do love the smell of PH, for obvious reasons. 


July 14, 1978 
facing south 11:30 A.M. 
Ein deutsches Requiem, CSO & Solti 





